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Dear Commissioner McGrath:

This letter is the result of a sarias of letters and confarances
initiated by Senator Hubert Humphrey and Mr. Clarence Mitchell,
Washington Director, HAACF, protesting the practices of segregation
in schools cparated at Fort San HBouston, Texas; Port Blise, Texas)
Fort 2ill, Oklahoma and Fort Baelwoir, Virginia.

Tha fact that segragation has been practiced in these schools
which are on military installations has been a matter of concarn to
the Department of Defense. As you know, it has been the policy of
this department to do away with discriminatory practices in the
Armod Sarvices. This is particularly true of schools cn military
anpd naval installations which are oparated by the military depart-
neants.

It is anomalous, as Senator Humphrey points ocut, that some
schools on military installations are oparated on an integratad
basis while others attended by the sama type of children, using
Government-owned buildings and financed largely by Federal funds,
are operated on a segregated basis, and it is contrary to the poli-
cies of the Department of Defensa.

Tha aducational agencies in the states of Taxas, Oklahoma and
¥irginia are recaiving financial assistance in accordance with your
determinations under Fublic Law 874, wharaby the decisicns as to
whathar the local community can provide the educational program is
golely your responsibility. Since the determination as to whether
a local educational agency is able to provide suitable free public
aducation is entirely outside the province of this department, tha
fact of segregated schoola in these four instances doas not result
from a decision or discretion of the Dapartment ¢f Defansa.

1 know that in exercising your discretion undar this Act, ¥ou
may wish to taka this important matter into your ¢onsideration and
I would appreciate your letting me know whather you consider it
proper that children be required to attend a segregated schocl on &
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Federal installation under a program financed to a coneliderable
degrea by Paderal money. It is our feeling that this practice is
unsatisfactory and is viclative not only of the policy of the
papartment of Defense but alsoc contravanes the policy set forth by

the Prasident.

Sincerely yours,

Anna M. Rosenbarg

Mr. Barl J. McGrath
Commissionar

Office of Education
Pederal Sacurity Agancy
washington 25, D. C.



